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Maine Revised Statutes

Title 19-A: DOMESTIC RELATIONS
Chapter 25: RIGHTS OF MARRIED PERSONS

8801. HOLDING AND DISPOSING OF PROPERTY

A married person, widow or widower of any age may own in the person's own right real and personal
estate acquired by descent, gift or purchase. [ 1995, c¢. 694, Pt. B, 82 (NEW,; 1995, c.
694, Pt. E, 82 (AFF).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1995, c. 694, §B2 (NEW. 1995, c. 694, SE2 (AFF).

8802. SPOUSE'S SEPARATE PROPERTY

A person having property is not deprived of any part of that property by marriage, and a person acquires
no right to any property of that person’s spouse. A married person may release to that person's spouse the
right to control that person's property or any part of it and to dispose of the income of the property for their
mutual benefit, and may in writing revoke that right of control or disposal. [ 1995, c. 694, Pt. B,
82 (NEW,; 1995, c. 694, Pt. E, 82 (AFF).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1995, c. 694, §B2 (NEW. 1995, c. 694, SE2 (AFF).

§803. SPOUSE'S EARNINGS

A married person may receive the wages of that person's personal labor not performed for that person's
own family, maintain an action for those wagesin that person’'s own name and hold them in that person’s
own right against that person's spouse or any other person. [ 1995, c¢. 694, Pt. B, 82 (NEW;
1995, c. 694, Pt. E, 82 (AFF).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1995, c. 694, §B2 (NEW. 1995, c. 694, SE2 (AFF).

8804. NO LIABILITY FOR SPOUSE'S DEBTS OR TORTS; PROPERTY
SUBJECT TO EXECUTION; PARTNERSHIPS

1. Liability for debtsor torts. A married person isnot liable for the debts of that person's spouse
contracted before marriage nor for those contracted in the spouse's own name for any lawful purpose. A
married person is not liable for that person's spouse's torts in which that person takes no part.

[ 1995, c. 694, Pt. B, 82 (NEW; 1995 c. 694, Pt. E, 82 (AFF) .]

2. Partnerships. This section may not be construed to mean that a person is not liable for the debts,
contracted in the name of the partnership, of a partnership between the person and the person's spouse or
among the person, the spouse and 3rd persons. This section may not be construed to prohibit or limit the
formation of a partnership between a husband and awife or among a husband, wife and 3rd persons.

[ 1995, c. 694, Pt. B, §2 (NEW; 1995 c. 694, Pt. E, §2 (AFF) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1995, c. 694, 8§8B2 (NEW. 1995, c. 694, 8E2 (AFF).
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8805. ACTIONS BY OR AGAINST SPOUSE; ARREST

A married person may prosecute and defend civil actions, either of tort or contract, in that person's
own name without the joinder of that person's spouse, for the preservation and protection of that person's
property and personal rights or for the redress of that person'sinjuries, asif unmarried, or may prosecute
these actions jointly with that person's spouse. The person's spouse may not settle or discharge any of these
actions or causes of action without the written consent of the person. Neither of them can be arrested on a
writ of execution arising out of these actions or causes of action, hor may the spouse alone maintain an action
respecting the person'sproperty. [ 1995, c. 694, Pt. B, 82 (NEW; 1995, c. 694, Pt.
E, §2 (AFF).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1995, c. 694, 8B2 (NEW. 1995, c. 694, 8E2 (AFF).

8§806. PROCEEDINGS BETWEEN HUSBAND AND WIFE

1. Civil action against spouse. A wife may bring a civil action against her husband for the recovery,
conveyance, transfer, payment or delivery to her of any property, real or personal or both, exceeding $100
in value, standing in his name, or to which he haslegal title, or that isin his possession or under his control,
that in equity and good conscience belongs to her and that he neglects or refuses to convey, transfer, pay over
or deliver to her, and upon proper proof may maintain this action. A husband has the same right to bring and
maintain acivil action against his wife for the same purposes, subject to the same limitations.

[ 1995, c. 694, Pt. B, §2 (NEW: 1995 <c. 694, Pt. E, §2 (AFF) .]

2. Marriage not a bar; costs. Marriageis not a bar to the maintenance of acivil action by awife
against her husband or by a husband against his wife brought for the purposes in subsection 1. Costs may not
be awarded against either party in these proceedings.

[ 1995, c. 694, Pt. B, 8§ (NEW; 1995, c. 694, Pt. E, 82 (AFF) .]

3. Defrauding creditors; dismissal of action. If it satisfactorily appears to the court on hearing that
the party bringing the action has conveyed or transferred any of that party's property, real or personal, to the
other party to the action for the purpose of cheating, defrauding, hindering or delaying that party's creditors,
the action must be dismissed.

[ 1995, c. 694, Pt. B, §2 (NEW; 1995 c. 694, Pt. E 82 (AFF) .]

4. Appeal. An apped from any final judgment under this section may be taken to the law court asin
other civil actions.

[ 1995, c. 694, Pt. B, §2 (NEW: 1995 <c. 694, Pt. E, §2 (AFF) .]

5. Nosurvival of rights. Thereisno survival of the right to institute proceedings under this section,
and if awife or husband dies after the commencement of proceedings under this section and before the final
determination and disposition of the proceedings, these proceedings must abate.

[ 1995, c. 694, Pt. B, §2 (NEW; 1995, c. 694, Pt. E, 82 (AFF) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1995, c. 694, §B2 (NEW. 1995, c. 694, SE2 (AFF).
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